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ROUND TOWER AT ROSCREA. 



ROUND TOWER AT ROSCREA 
This tower is eighty feet high, and fifteen feet in diame- 
ter, with two steps round it at the bottom. At fifteen feet 
from the bottom is a window, with a regular arch, and at 
an equal height is another window with a pointed arch. 
If this latter is not a more recent addition, which it proba- 
bly is not, it certainly reduces the date of this tower to 
the twelfth century, which is rather earlier than the time 
allowed for the use of this arch. 

Anciently a great annual fair was held here on the fes- 
tival of St. Peter and St. Paul, for fourteen days. The 
Danes, in the year 942, formed a design to surprise and 
pillage the merchants assembled here; but they were de- 
feated, with the loss of Olfinn their commander, and four 
thousand men slain. When the English arrived in this 
isle, they soon extended their power into Munster ; and 
as they proceeded, secured themselves by strong castles 
and garrisons. After some contests with Mortogh, king of 
North Munster, they obtained Roscrea; and in 1215, 
founded a strong castle in it, as a barrier against the at- 
tempts of the natives on that side. This ancient fortress 
is at present in a good state of preservation, and no small 
ornament to the town, as is seen in the back ground of 
this view. A. 



THE WAKE. 



The period at which we commence our sketch, was one 
when a spirit of insubordination and resistance to the autho- 
rities began to manifest itself all through Ireland, but 
more particularly in the southern parts. There outrage 
was followed by outrage j some were even committed in 
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the broad day ; and any one who was considered to differ 
in opinion with the midnight legislators, was sure of a hos- 
tile visit. The peasantry doggedly resisted every descrip- 
tion of impost or taxes, but more particularly tithe ; and 
large parties, headed by some leader, scoured the country 
round each night, taking up arms, and swearing the terri- 
fied inhabitants against paying any government demands, 
particularly that one set apart for the use of the clergy. 
If any individual dared to disobey this command, a notice 
signed " Captin Moonshine," or " Captin Cardher," or 
some other fantastical appellation, was sure to be found 
nailed to his door; and if he did not comply with its order 
of departure from his house and lands, he was generally 
either mutilated, or forced by nightly visits eventually to 
leave the country. Such was the state of the south at 
this period, that although government had sent down 
troops to suppress all outrage, the same practices were still 
carried on ; and such was the daring ingenuity of the dis- 
turbers, that they had almost entirely escaped detection. 

On a bright and sunny day in June, large bodies of the 
peasantry were observed collecting in different parties on 

the heights surrounding the little town of W . They 

ail seemed incited by some common purpose, and as they 
met, exchanged salutations, if not altogether silent, at 
least only consisting of a muttered " God save you," or 
" good morra." The majority of the multitude was com- 
posed of strong, able-bodied men, whose bent brows, and 
frowning features, had something very fearful in appear- 
ance, and yet there were women, and even children too, 
amongst them, each evidently accompanying a father or a 
husband. By degrees they continued to advance, till ac 
length they assembled in considerable numbers at the mar- 
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